Oxford

   There are 44 universities in Great Britain. Among them Oxford is the oldest and most famous, dating from 12-th century. For hundreds of years, and particularly in the 20-th century, there has been a permanent stream of scholars who come to England to absorb the" spirit of Oxford ", to enrich their mind .

   Unlike any other university in the world Oxford University is not a compact purpose-built place.  Situated in the town Oxford, a place of great beauty, Oxford is a collection of separated colleges with living houses, shops and offices where the past and the future are closely interrelated and where every stone has some strong associations with the history and many outstanding figures of the nature.

   From its very beginning Oxford University was founded as an aristocratic institution and has remained so to the present day, only the children of the wealthier classes being able to afford education there. Oxford's organisation is extraordinary complex. There is no "University" as such. The University consists of 32 colleges (27 colleges for men and 5 colleges for women).

   Each college is a completely autonomous body, governed by its own laws. A large college has about 500 students; a small one - about a hundred. The University is gather a central administration providing services and educational facilities, libraries, laboratories, organizing lectures, seminars and examinations, granting degrees, holding conferences.

   Among Oxford colleges - Merton college, Lincoln College, named after the outstanding bishops, their founders, and Christ college are notable for their unique ancient architecture which is carefully preserved by Oxford Authorities.

   Teaching at Oxford is carried out by most famous tutorial system, a system of individual tuition. According to it each student has a tutor called "Don" guiding student's work throughout the whole course of study.

   The University teaching combines lectures, practical classes, seminars. There are 16 faculties where students study humanitarian subjects, medicine, law, music, art, nature sciences, divinity and others.   Admission to the University is carried by examinations and selection. The course of study extends over three or four years and leads to the first degree of Master or Doctor.

   Most students get grants from public funds or Education and Research Councils. Because Oxford is an ancient University, no wonder many medieval traditions have survived here. There are all sorts of societies and clubs at Oxford - religious, political, sporting, dramatic, nearly all of them aimed at developing "character". Oxford has given many famous scholars, writers and poets.

